Our Case Number: ABP-313892-22

Garbhan Doran & Helen McLoughlin
46 Avondale Avenue

Phibsborough

Dublin 7

D07 KR28

Date: 21 July 2023

An
Bord
Pleanala

Re: Bus Connects Blanchardstown to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Blanchardstown to Dublin City Centre

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

Please note that the proposed development shall not be carried out unless the Board has approved it

with or without modifications.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at

laps@pleanala.ie

Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or

telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

Eimear Reilly
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737184

AA02
Teil Tel (01) 858 8100
Glao Altiail LoCall 1800 275 175
Facs Fax (01) 872 2684
Laithrean Gréasain Website www.pleanala.ie
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RE Reference number ABP-313892-22
Bus Connects Blanchardstown to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme
Blanchardstown to Dublin City Centre

To Whom It May Concern:

We, Garbhan Doran & Helen McLoughlin, live with our two children in our family home at 46 Avondale Avenue,
Phibsborough, Dublin, DO7KR28 and we wish to submit observations on the proposals in reference no. ABP-313892-22 which
will have a significant impact on our home and street. Further to the publication of site notices for the CPOs at Monck Place,
BFI, BF2 and Phibsborough BGI, BG2 (which were removed from their structure for several weeks during the public

advertisement period) we wish to submit the objections set out below.

The principle of Bus Connects is to be commended and the introduction of segregated cycle lanes, widening of footpaths and
improvement in the public realm associated with the development are all positive proposals. The encouragement to use public
transport or bicycle by this scheme will hopefully reduce traffic in the Dublin area however some further consideration of the
impact to local residents is required. It should also be noted that by the same measure removal of any cycle lanes for the Bus

Corridor Scheme is a regression.

The traffic management measures noted in 4.6.6.3 of the EIAR, proposed for junctions R108 Phibsborough Road /
Phibsborough and R108 Phisborough Road / Monck Place are onerous for traffic mobility of the local community. Currently
there is a rat run for commuter traffic off the NCR through Monck Place and Avondale Avenue to turn Southbound on
Phibsborough road but also Northbound to avoid the queue to Doyle's Corner. The measures proposed do mitigate the

Southbound rat run on Monck Place but they also make neighbourhood access for residents extremely difficutt.

The removal of a right turn on to Phibsborough Road from either Monck Place or Phibsborough does mitigate one of the two
major rat runs that exists. The second major rat run off Phibsborough Road through Monck Place and Avondale Avenue is
from Northbound traffic and we would agree this should be removed or better restricted to local traffic. However, at a
minimum, Southbound traffic should still be allowed to tum into Monck Place as this is largely used by local traffic / residents
because Southbound traffic seeking Westward access on to the NCR do so via Connaught Street. We believe there is an
unnecessarily high burden being placed on Connaught Street and its residents which the removal of a Southbound access to

Monck Place will exacerbate.



We object to the traffic management measures at the junctions of Phibsborough Road with both Monck Place and Avondale
Avenue on the basis they will exacerbate the rat run along Avondale Avenue, refer Appendix A attached. This is due to the
existing hazardous location of the Dublinbikes stand on Avondale Road and the ramps on Monck Place which will deter any
Northbound traffic off the NCR seeking to avoid the queue to Doyle's corner via Monck Place. Instead, Northbound NCR
traffic will use Avondale Avenue as access due to the wide junction with Avondale Road and the fact that the exit at the

Phibsborough / Phibsborough Road junction is closer to Doyles comer than the exit from Monck Place.

Given that Avondale Avenue is 6,4m wide leading to Phibsborough which is 4.0m wide whereas Monck Place is 10.4m wide it
seems disproportionate to propose the same traffic access to Phibsborough Road via both streets. Both the road and footpath
of Avondale Avenue are significantly narrower than Monck Place yet this proposal will promote more rat run traffic through

the narrower Avondale Avenue leading to unnecessarily high risks and unsafe road conditions for the local residents.
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If access on to Phibsborough Road from Avondale Ave. and Monck Place allows only a left turn why would any traffic off the
NCR use Monck place when Avondale Ave exits closer to Doyle's comer? Surely if both junctions operate they should have
different functions given their close proximity and disparity in size. For example Phibsborough could take a Southbound right

turn one way only access off Phibsborough Road whilst Monck Place retains a Northbound left turn only exit on to

Phibsborough Road, refer Appendix B attached.
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At the very least traffic calming measures need to be installed on Avondale Avenue if the NTA ignores local objections and

proceeds with the proposed plans. Examples of such measures are noted below, refer also Appendix B attached.

Reducing the wide access junction at Avondale Road / Avendale Ave junction with landscaping
Landscaping between Castle Terrace and Avondale Ave to reduce road width and traffic speed
One way access along Avondale Ave. Westbound

Local access only signage

Cul-de-sac either at Avondale Road junction or at Castle Terrace junction

It should also be noted that while proposals were discussed by the NTA with local groups, of which several of these site
meetings | attended, final proposals and details of changes to Phibsborough (lane) and Monck Place were neither presented

nor agreed upon.

As residents of Avondale Avenue we both, with our family, hope that you consider our concerns in refining the proposed Bus
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Garbhan Doran & Helen McLoughlin
46 Avondale Avenue, Phibsborough, Dublin 7
Encls. Appendix A & B

Corridor Scheme.

Yours faithfully,
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